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NOT SUBJECT TO THE
LAW OF GOD

Mike Hisaw

INTRODUCTION1

Sadly, a large segment of our society is not subject to the laws of
the land. When one turns on the evening news, he is horrified by the
gross crimes committed by those roaming the streets. When one drives
his car on any street, it is inevitable (if he obeys the speed limit) that
many who are not obedient to the law will speed around him. While
there are many who do not submit themselves to the laws of the United
States, there are far more who refuse to submit to the Law of God. Paul
wrote: "Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be" (Rom. 8:7). Let us
consider this passage from several vantage points.

WHAT THIS PASSAGE DOES NOT TEACH
When Calvinists deal with Romans 8:7, they interpret the "carnal

mind" to be a reference to the unregenerate man. It is affirmed by
Calvinists that when Adam sinned, his nature was corrupted, and that
corrupt nature has been passed on to all of his descendants. The claim
is that this corrupt nature renders man unable to do any good. He
supposedly cannot obey God in any degree. Thus, it is only when God,
as a result of His arbitrary decree in eternity past, gives enabling grace
through the direct working of the Holy Spirit that man is able to submit
himself to God’s law. The problems with this interpretation are
manifold.

First, the "carnal mind" cannot refer only to the unregenerate man
because Christians can take on this "carnal mind." Paul warned that
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"brethren" could "live after the flesh" and "die" (Rom. 8:12-13). The
"brethren" to whom Paul wrote had been baptized into Christ and had
become the servants of righteousness (Rom. 6:3-4, 17-18).

Second, the Bible does not teach that man has inherited a sinful
nature from Adam. Though Adam’s offspring have been made in
Adam’s physical image, inasmuch as everything reproduces after his
kind (Gen. 5:3; 1 Cor. 15:48-49), his offspring bears God’s image in
their soul to the same degree that Adam did (Gen. 1:26-27; 9:6; Jas.
3:9). Adam has passed his physical genetics to his offspring, but God
is the source of every man’s spirit (Zech. 12:1). If man’s spirit is
corrupt from conception in its bondage to sin, since God is "the Father
of spirits" (Heb. 12:9), He is author of that sin (cf. Zeph. 3:5; Ps. 18:30;
Jas. 1:13). The sons and daughters of Adam have been detrimentally
affected by Adam’s sin. Because of Adam’s transgression, physical
death was introduced into humanity (Rom. 5:12-18). Man is not now
mortal because God changed his constitution as a result of Adam’s sin.
Adam had the same nature after his sin that he had before his sin.
Immortality was Adam’s before his iniquity because he had access to
the tree of life (Gen. 2:9, 16-17). Adam began the process of dying
after his sin because God expelled him from the garden and prohibited
his access to the tree of life (Gen. 3:22-24). Further, man has been
harmed by Adam’s sin because his environment has become one of
temptation. Adam enabled sin’s entrance into the world (Rom. 5:12),
and God said that sin now is lying in wait to capture men (Gen. 4:7).
However, no one has inherited guilt from Adam (Ezek. 18:20). If men
are sinners because of the imputation of Adam’s sin, then Christ was a
sinner because He was made a man in every respect (Heb. 2:17; 4:15).
Men are born into the world as good as Adam was prior to his eating
the forbidden fruit (Gen. 1:31; Ecc. 7:29; Ezek. 28:15; Mt. 19:14-15;
Rom. 7:9).

Third, unregenerate man does not suffer from an inherent inability
to obey God. Calvinists argue that even if an unregenerate man were to
do something commanded in God’s law it would not be good for the
motive would be evil (cf. Pro. 21:4). Matthew 7:18 is marshaled to
prove this position. There, Jesus said: "A good tree cannot bring forth
evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit." If it is true
that this passage teaches that an evil man cannot do good, it must also
be true that this passage teaches that a good man can never do evil.
Such a position cannot be sustained from Scripture (1 Jn. 1:8, 10). This
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tenant of Calvinism has trouble with Cornelius. Cornelius was a lost
man; he needed salvation through Peter’s words (Acts 11:13-14). But
as a lost man he obeyed some of God’s law though not all of it (Acts
10:2). Wicked men have the capacity to obey God or else God is a cruel
mocker. Calvinism has God commanding men to do what they cannot
do and then eternally punishing them for not doing it. Calvinism’s God
is like the father who commanded his two-month-old child to clean his
room and then shot his son in the head for not doing it. God never has
made demands that man could not meet. In the Mosaic sacrificial
system, God took into account man’s individual abilities, and provided
for alternative sacrifices for the poorer people (Lev. 5:7, 11; et al.).
Through Micah, God challenged His people with these words: "O my
people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee?
testify against me" (6:3). God’s commands were not overly wearisome,
though some Jews claimed they were (Mal. 1:13). Jesus said that His
"yoke" was "easy" and His "burden" was "light," unlike the burdens of
the Scribes and Pharisees (Mt. 11:30; 23:2-4). Paul said that the Gospel
law is near, meaning that it is doable (Rom. 10:8), and John said that
God’s commands are not "grievous" (1 Jn. 5:3). Man can obey God.

On this same point, some Baptists, like Ben Bogard and D.N.
Jackson, have argued that the body of man remains corrupt and unable
to obey God’s law until the resurrection. It is taught that in the new
birth only the soul is redeemed (cf. Jn. 3:1-8); the body will not be
redeemed until the resurrection (cf. Rom. 8:23). They conclude by
comparing 1 John 1:8 and 3:9 and claiming that the Christian’s soul
does not sin but his body continues to sin in its insubordinate state.
There are Scriptural problems with this position on man’s inability. The
body does nothing of a moral nature without the consent of the soul
(Mt. 15:19-20; 12:34). That is why Paul commanded: "Let not sin
therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts
thereof" (Rom. 6:12). The body cannot sin while the soul remains
innocent; God holds Christians responsible for the deeds of their bodies
(2 Cor. 5:10). The harmony of 1 John 1:8 and 3:9 is not that the body
sins and the soul remains sinless, but rather is that the Christian does
not live in habitual sin though he falls in isolated acts of sin. Man in
both his body and soul can obey God (1 Cor. 9:27; Rom. 6:13). It is just
a matter of the will (Deut. 30:19; Mt. 23:37; Jn. 5:40; Rev. 3:20;
22:17).
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Fourth, the Bible knows nothing of a direct working of the Holy
Spirit on the heart of a lost man to enable him to answer God’s call.
The instrument of the Holy Spirit’s influence is the Word (Eph. 6:17).
The world believes on Christ through the apostles’ word (Jn. 17:20-21),
and that is why the devil strives to take the Word from men’s hearts
(Lk. 8:12). The devil does not wrestle the Holy Spirit out of men’s
hearts (cf. 1 Jn. 4:4). It is through the Gospel that lost people’s hearts
are opened (Acts 16:14). If the Spirit works directly on the hearts of
unsaved men to enable them to obey the Gospel, why do the majority
of men remain lost (Mt. 7:13-14)? It would have to be because God has
chosen to leave them in the inability of their depravity. Would this not
contradict the Bible’s picture of God as One who does not respect
persons when it comes to salvation (Acts 10:34-35), and as One who
desires the salvation of all (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9; 1 Jn. 2:2)?

WHAT THIS PASSAGE DOES TEACH
The meaning of Romans 8:7 can be easily understood if one will

allow the rest of the Bible to be a commentary on it (cf. Mt. 4:5-7).
What is the "carnal mind”? It is the mind of those "that are after the

flesh" (Rom. 8:5). "Flesh" is not a reference to man’s physical body.
This is made abundantly clear by considering Paul’s words in verses 8
and 9: "So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are
not in the flesh." Those to whom Paul was writing were living in
physical bodies, yet Paul said that they were "not in the flesh." It seems
that Paul’s usage of "flesh" is parallel to John’s usage of "world" (1 Jn.
2:15-17; Jn.17:14-18). It refers to the state of man in sin alienated from
and opposed to God (Gal. 5:19-21). When Paul wrote in Romans 6
about what happens in baptism—"Knowing this, that our old man is
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin" (v. 6)—he was teaching about the
point when a man ceases being "in the flesh," when he ceases being the
servant of sin (vv. 17-18). However, Christians can resurrect "the flesh"
or the "old man" and be lost (8:12-13; Gal. 6:7-9).

What does it mean that the fleshly mind "is enmity against God”?
John gave a parallel thought in 1 John 2:15, when he instructed: "Love
not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not in him." The lover of the world
cannot love God—keep His commandments (1 Jn. 5:3)—while in that
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state. So, the fleshly minded man is opposed to God, living only for
self, and expresses that opposition in insubordination.

What does "not subject to the law of God" mean? The phrase "the
law of God" is synonymous with "the gospel of God" (Rom. 1:1, 9, 16;
2:16), "the faith" (1:5), "the law of faith" (3:27), "that form of doctrine
which was delivered you" (6:17), "newness of spirit," (7:6), "the law of
the Spirit of life" (8:2), "the righteousness of God" (10:3), "my
covenant" (11:27), "will of God" (12:2), "word" (15:18), "this epistle"
(16:22), and perhaps "the scriptures of the prophets" (16:26; cf. Eph.
3:3-5). This statement in Romans 8:7 has some kindred statements
elsewhere in Romans. Paul’s apostleship was "for obedience to the faith
among all nations" (1:5). When the Romans had heard the Gospel, they
"obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered"
them (6:17). The lost Jews "being ignorant of God's righteousness, and
going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted
themselves unto the righteousness of God" (10:3). Of them, Paul
further said: "But they have not all obeyed the gospel" (10:16). A
refusal to be subject to the law of God means that one will not hear and
do what God commands. Paul said that this was the state of the Romans
before their conversion. He told them: "For when ye were the servants
of sin, ye were free from righteousness" (6:20).

What does "neither indeed can be" mean? Again some affirm that
this teaches the inability of man which is the result of his corrupt,
inherited, sinful nature. This has previously been refuted. The meaning
is that a man cannot both mind the things of the flesh and the things of
God at the same time. It is impossible. A man cannot obey God while
he is involved in committing sin. One must change his mind from being
"carnal" to being "spiritual" if he is going to submit to God’s law (v. 6).
Romans makes it abundantly clear that man can change his mind. Is
this not the meaning of "repentance" (2:5)? Paul instructed: "And be
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God" (12:2).

This portion of Romans 8:7 finds a parallel passage in Hebrews 6.
There, the inspired writer penned:

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and
have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the
Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the
powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew
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them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves
the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame (vv. 4-6).

The American Standard Version places a footnote on the word
"seeing" in verse 6 which reads: "Or, the while." An erring Christian
cannot be restored "while" he despises Christ in his heart. Restoration
is possible, but it only comes through "godly sorrow" (2 Cor. 7:10; cf.
Rom. 2:4).

Another parallel statement is found in 2 Peter. Peter warned of
some apostate Christians who had become false teachers (2:1). They
began to "walk after the flesh" (v. 10), "Having eyes full of adultery,
and that cannot cease from sin" (v. 14). As long as a man wants to do
evil, he cannot do good.

WHY MEN ARE NOT SUBJECT TO GOD’S LAW
In Romans, Paul gives reasons why men refuse to submit to God.

Consider some of them.
Men Glorify Themselves

To establish man’s need for the Gospel, Paul spends the last half of
Romans 1 painting a picture of the Gentiles’ depravity. He said that
"from the creation of the world" (v. 20), God had manifested Himself
to man through special revelation (v. 19) and general revelation in
nature (v. 20). The Gentiles "knew God" through this revelation, but
the time came when "they glorified him not as God, neither were
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkened" (v. 21). These men did not glorify God. They did not
view themselves as dependant upon Him for their all. Rather, they
glorified themselves, "Professing themselves to be wise" (v. 22). Too
few men today understand that God through Christ preserves this world
(Neh. 9:6; Col.1:17; Heb. 1:3). They do not understand that God
"giveth to all life, and breath, and all things," and that only in Him do
"we live, and move, and have our being" (Acts 17:25, 28). In other
words, all men are wholly dependant upon God. No one can boastfully
say: "To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue
there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain" (Jas. 4:13). The life of all
men is contingent upon the Lord’s will (v. 15). There is nothing that we
have apart from God’s gracious provision (1 Cor. 4:7; Deut. 8:18).
However, if one does not see his dependance upon God, but rather
proudly glorifies himself, God will not be in his thoughts (Ps. 10:4); he
will not obey God.
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Men Do Not Like To Serve God
Romans 1:28 says: "And even as they did not like to retain God in

their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those
things which are not convenient." These Gentiles had tested God’s will
and did not like it, they did not approve of it, and so they rejected it.
Men refuse to obey God’s law because they enjoy sin more. Truly there
is some fun in sin; it is pleasurable for a time (Heb. 11:25); sweet to the
palate temporarily (Pro. 20:17); sport and joy to the fool (Pro. 10:23;
15:21). However, when sin’s harvest comes, the sinner’s life gets hard
(Pro. 22:8; 13:15). When men are "lovers of pleasures more than lovers
of God" (2 Tim. 3:4) they will be "breaker[s] of the law" (Rom. 2:25).
Really, God’s way is best (Deut. 6:24), happiest (Jas. 1:25) and
increasingly so (Pro. 4:18).
Men Think That They Will Escape God’s Judgment

Paul, in Romans 2, showed the Jews’ need for the Gospel. They
hypocritically sinned, doing what they condemned the Gentiles for
doing (v. 1). They were asked: "And thinkest thou this, O man, that
judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt
escape the judgment of God?" (v. 3). For some reason, men think that
God will make an exception for them. They think that they are so
special that God will not condemn them. The truth is, God "will judge
the world" (Acts 17:31), "the quick and the dead" (2 Tim. 4:1). This
means that "every one of us shall give account of himself to God"
(Rom. 14:12). The judgment will be executed with "no respect of
persons" (Rom. 2:11). Therefore, the only way "to flee from the wrath
to come" is to "Bring forth ... fruits meet for repentance" (Mt. 3:7-8).
Let no man be deceived into thinking that he will reap at the judgment
something other than that which he sowed in life (Gal. 6:7).
Men Have Hardened Their Hearts

Romans 2:5 reads: "But after thy hardness and impenitent heart
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation
of the righteous judgment of God." Hardness of heart causes impeni-
tence which is a refusal to submit to God (Acts 7:51). Hardness of heart
results from pride (Dan. 5:20), which is the exaltation of one’s will
over God’s (cf. Dan. 4:27). For one’s heart to be softened, he must
develop the fear of God. Solomon wrote: "Happy is the man that
feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief"
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(Pro. 28:14). Fear of God comes from contemplating God’s wrath
(Heb. 10:31).
Men Are Ignorant Of The Truth

The Jews had "not all obeyed the gospel" because they were
"ignorant of God's righteousness" (Rom. 10:16, 3). Ignorance is the
cause of a great deal of transgression (Hos. 4:6; 13:2), and it is no
excuse for sin (Lev. 5:17; Lk. 12:48). The Jews’ ignorance was not
because they had not heard the Gospel (Rom. 10:18), but because they
had closed their eyes to it (Rom. 11:7-10). They had allowed Satan to
blind their minds to the Gospel through false views of the law (2 Cor.
4:3-4; 3:14-16). The Roman Christians were warned about false
teachers who "by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of
the simple" (Rom. 16:17-18). These "steal" God’s Word from men’s
hearts (Jer. 23:30), hindering them from turning from sin (v. 14). May
all love the truth (2 Thess. 2:10), thus mixing it with faith (Heb. 4:2),
enabling it to work effectively in their lives (1 Thess. 2:13).

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES
OF NOT SUBMITTING TO GOD’S LAW?

Paul stated the consequences clearly: "For to be carnally minded is
death" (Rom. 8:6). When one sins he dies spiritually (1 Tim. 5:6; Eph.
2:2; Ezek. 18:26; Hos. 13:1). Those who persist in their sins and
physically die in them (Jn. 8:21), or is in them when Jesus returns, will
die the second death which is eternal (Rev. 21:8; Rom. 6:23). The
question that all need to contemplate is set forth in Ezekiel 33:11—
"[W]hy will ye die?"

CONCLUSION
May Christians not view themselves as "debtors ... to the flesh" but

as debtors to "the Spirit" (Rom. 8:12-13). May all allow the Spirit to
lead them through His law (Rom. 8:14, 2). And, may they do all that
they can to turn men from a carnal mind and disobedience to God
(Rom. 12:11, 21).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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